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OPINION
Killing in the Name of God

“Men never do evil so completely and cheerfully as when 
they do it from religious conviction.”

--Blaise Pascal

 People of all 
colors and from all walks 
of life have always 
embraced religion. Even 
atheism and agnosticism 
have their own rituals. 
Faith gives individuals a 
moral foundation and 
makes an attempt to better 
humanity. 

Or at least it is supposed to.

The carnage of the 
Crusades, the suppression 
of Native Americans, and 
slavery were all generated 
by faith-based ideologies; 
a l l o f t h e m w e r e 

supposedly the will of the Author of civilization.  Throughout the ages of 
humanity’s occupation of this world, lives have been ruined,  blood has 
been shed, and generations have been plunged into oblivion all based 
upon the name people choose to give the Creator. Even now, the Iraq War 
is as religiously motivated as it is politically driven. “Policymakers” and 
“extremists” alike have made this debate into a battle between 
Christianity and Islam; a war between God and Allah. 

The people involved are not fighting over the existence of God. 
This seems beyond human comprehension. 

Rather, they abuse their sacred documents and their faith for a 
feeble justification of their actions against each other.

These are paradoxes that have confounded Creationists and 
Evolutionists alike. The examination of this contradiction cannot be made 
without an essential question. If God, Allah,  Brahma, Zeus—call him 
what you will—is as kindly as people of faith profess, then would he 
approve of the way we mistreat each other in his name? Perhaps the 
precipitation that falls from the sky is not mere rain, but the tears of 
seraphs as they witness unnecessary bloodshed in God’s name. 

Religion should bring people together. It is ridiculous to try to 
create a religiously homogeneous world, for this would deprive humans 
of uniqueness.  Yet, the answers to the questions of truth, creation, and 
existence will never be found as long as these differences drive us to 
murder our brothers and sisters.  It is of little consequence whether you 
believe in one god or many; whether or not the creator is one entity or 
three; or whether the Son of God has come or will come in future years. 

The underlying fact is that at the core of every religion, there are 
doctrines of honesty, decency, and compassion. 

Even if we are of different faiths, the basic principles of these 
faiths are consistent throughout every holy document of the world. 
Perhaps these similarities are not coincidences. Perhaps we all worship 
the same Divine Being(s),  but by the nature of our differences in 

language, culture,  and personality, we observe God through different 
lenses. In this case, all the blood that has been shed to decide who dwells 
in heaven has been in vain.  All of our religious differences can be proven 
non-existent.

Religion is the ultimate tool of Love, or of Destruction. 
Therefore, if hope still remains for the redemption of humankind, then we 
must hold ourselves accountable for our own faults.  We cannot blame 
divine force for the actions we voluntarily take in its name.

-Torrese Ouellette

Rulebook
 "No coats, hats, electronic devices."  We hear it so much every 
day, it almost seems like this phrase should be our mission statement at 
Cross.   The administration has been coming down much harder on us 
about these regulations because important visitors are coming to our 
school after Spring Break.  This is a good start, but there are still many 
rules that aren’t enforced and there are a number of discipline options that 
aren’t taken advantage of.  
 The student handbook at Cross outlines a lot of rules that should 
be followed,  but really aren't at all.  Copies are passed out at orientation at 
the start of the school year,  but they usually get glanced at once and 
stashed/trashed within a few weeks.   It seems even some of the 
administration and faculty are falling behind in following some of these 
rules.  One example  is insubordination. A teacher is supposed to refer 
a student who has been insubordinate  to the office. This should result in a 
2-10 day out-of-school suspension.  Usually, from daily observations, a 
student is usually kicked out of class when insubordination occurs, and 
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may even be brought back that day to reenter the class.
 Profanity and "vulgar gestures" are punishable from detention up 
to a 5 day out-of-school suspension.  Though, there are so many instance 
of vulgarity that, in effect, no students are caught or punished. 
 The handbook also mentions that a shorthand abbreviation “ISS“  
is equivalent to "In-School-Suspension."   Nowhere in the "Infraction/
Consequences" chart, and rarely throughout the handbook, does it 
mention an ISS as a consequence. In-school-suspensions.  There haven't 
been enough ISS’s this school year.  Cross only has one room devoted to 
ISS, which is small, and only intermittently staffed. ISS’s could be and 
should be used more frequently.  Cross needs to reassure its students that 
disruption and disrespect need not and should not be tolerated.
 Copies of the 2006-2007 Student & Parent Handbook are 
available upon request in the main office .

-Ian Nixon

Cartas a Los Editores
Mi opinión es que debería regresar el programa bilingüe, yo creo que nos 
harían un favor, por que nos ayudaría más, nos entenderíamos mejor en 
las clases, así podemos saber de que están hablando y a lo mejor le 
cogeríamos más interés a aprender y a estudiar. Bueno algunos piensan de 
otra manera pero no saben las consecuencias y los daños que nos hacen. 
Yo pienso que no fue la mejor idea de quitar el programa de bilingüe yo 
creo que en esos momentos no estaban pensando en los daños que nos 
hacen a lo que no saben el idioma ingles.

-Leixa O. Torres

Yo pienso que estuvo mal que quitaran el programa ESL, ya que hay 
muchos que llegan por primera vez y no saben lo básico del ingles y los 
mandan a una 
clase regular 
d o n d e s e 
presenta mas 
nivel, pero 
primero hay 
que saber lo 
básico del 
ingles antes 
de poner a 
un estudiante 
e n c l a s e 
regular, este 
n u e v o 
programa de 
mandar a los 
estudiantes 
en proceso 
de aprendizaje de el lenguaje ingles como segundo idioma eta bien para 
lo que ya aprendieron el ingle básico. En mi opinión deberían de volver el 
programa de ESL para los estudiantes recién llegados y no saben el ingles 
básico que se requiere para poder pasar a una clase regular y aprender de 
una manera más fácil. Deberían de volver ese programa y poder ayudar a 
esos alumnos que recién llegan.

-Raúl Vázquez

Mi opinión es que es mejor que no haya clases bilingües por que los 
estudiantes tienen que aprender ingles a fuerzas. Si volvieran las clases 

bilingües los estudiantes no se verán obligados a aprender ingles por que 
sus clases serian en los dos idiomas y si vivimos en este país tenemos que 
saber ingles. Yo pienso que los estudiantes cortan clases por que tal vez 
no les gusta ir ala escuela o los padres obligan a venir sin ellos querer 
venir. Para sentirse con más libertad o tal vez por salir con los amigos a 
buscar diversión o algunas veces es por el idioma por que el no saber 
ingles lo desaniman por que no entienden la mayoría e las clases y se 
sienten incapaces para seguir en la escuela.

- Clara Ramírez

Este tema sobre el programa bilingüe tiene consecuencias positivas y 
negativas, ya que si se aprobara nuevamente este programa, tendríamos lo 
siguientes efectos.

Positivo: Algunos alumno de esta institución educativa saldrían 
beneficiados ya que en casos ingresan, al colegio recién llegados de su 
país de origen hispanoamericano y no entienden nada, y por esa razón 
bajan su rendimiento escolar.

Negativo: La parte afectada seria en el aprender el ingles, ya que el 
programa bilingüe (hará) provocara el conformismo en el estudiante; ya 
que los maestros les proporcionara las clases en español y otra cosa 
negativa es que si los alumnos se conforman en no aprender ingles no 
tienen ninguna posibilidad de triunfar.

- Betsabeth Treyes

Yo pienso que depende de las personas, a algunas personas les hace daño 
a otras no pero todo depende de las personas que quieren o necesitan 
aprender ingles ya que hay ciertas personas que por necesidad otras por 
que tienen entusiasmo y quieren aprender se dedican a ponerle mas 
atención alas clases de ingles y si escuchan clases en español les va hacer 
daño ya que no se van a poder acostumbrar a escuchar el ingles y no lo 

van a poder 
entender.

-Luis Pallo

No estoy de 
acuerdo por 
q u e l a s 
personas que 
llegan por 
primera vez a 
EE.UU. que 
no entienden 
n a d a d e 
i ng l e s no 
p u e d e n 
e n t e n d e r 

absolutamente 
nada, no pueden participar de la clases y obtener malas calificaciones no 
por que quieran tener esas calificaciones sino por que no entienden nada y 
no pueden hacer nada en la clase ese es el problema de este nuevo 
programa, no ayuda a las personas que vienen a vivir y a estudiar en los 
EE.UU.

-Evell Concepción
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Mi opinión sobre el programa bilingüe pues yo creo que por una parte no 
le gustaría por que así aprendo ingles mas rápido y también me gustaría 
que lo pusieran de nuevo por que en verdad no entiendo nada en las 
clases y si fuera en español tendría mejor notas de la que tengo por que la 
clases en ingles e les hacen bien difíciles por que trato de entender pero 
no logro entender nada.

-Julio Perez

Mi opinión sobre el programa bilingüe es que no seria necesario obtener 
las clases en español queriendo aprender ingles por que así no 
aprenderíamos el idioma que se habla en los Estados Unidos. Puede ser 
que para el año que viene de clases, vengan más hispanos para la escuela 
y necesiten ayuda para entender el idioma. Por esa razón deberían dejar 
los maestros hispanos que hablan los idiomas con maestros que solo 
hablan ingles para que nos puedan traducir lo que se dice en clase, esa 
será mucho mas fácil para aprender el ingles. Hay mucho estudiantes que 
no aben leer ni escribir el ingles, pues ellos tienen miedo a que los demás 
e burlen de ellos por no saber pronunciar algunas palabras. Para eso hay 
maestro en la escuela, para que nos ayuden en cualquier dificultad que 
tengamos. También deberían poner de u parte, pues eso les ayudaría a 
desenvolverse y a perder el miedo. Y aquí el miedo lo dejamos en la 
gaveta.

-Neysha Matos

Mi opinión de este articulo es que no haya clases bilingüe por que 
afectaría el aprendizaje e muchos estudiantes que tratan de aprender y 
entender mas el idioma de este país que es el ingles. También por eso 
tenemos el apoyo de muchos maestros para que nosotros podamos 
expresarnos con más facilidad.  También esta escuela proporciona la 
ayuda para nosotros aprender ingles. Ahora yo creo que los estudiantes 
corten clases por el idioma si no ellos cortan por que tienen problemas oh 
simplemente no le gusta la escuela. También aprender ingles nos ayuda a 
hacer amistades y aprender sobre las costumbres de los demás países.

-Erika Monter

Las Peleas En La Escuela
 Las peleas son iguales al tiempo, todos hablan de ellas pero 
nadie hace nada para arreglarlo. Hicimos una encuesta  entre los maestros 
y estudiantes de nuestra escuela para saber que es lo que opinan sobre las 
peleas aquí, dentro del plantel escolar. Como todos sabemos ha habido 
peleas en la escuela últimamente, y si les refresco la memoria, ¿Se 
acuerdan de cuando el guardia en el comedor le dio un puño a una chica 
hispana? ¿No se supone que no peleemos dentro de la escuela? ¿No se 
supone que arreglemos nuestros problemas mediante un maestro, 
principal o consejero? Pues le preguntamos a una asistente del principal 
por las estadísticas de las peleas en la escuela y ella nos dijo que eso era 
información confidencial, imagínense cuantas peleas han habido durante 
el año 2007. Pues estas fueron las respuestas a nuestras preguntas… 

¿Por qué usted piensa que empiezan las peleas?
• Por mala y falta de comunicación. ( Consejera, Ms. Román )
• Por la diferencia de razas. ( Estudiante, Irving Santiago León )
• Por los malos entendidos o en realidad no se han comunicado 

precisamente.                                                                   
( Asistente principal, Ms. Bonilla )

• Por la razón de que algunos estudiantes son racistas. 
( Estudiante, Rodrigo )

¿Usted Piensa que después de una pelea lo arreglo todo?
• Definitivamente no por que el modo de arreglar los  problema es 

hablando.                                                                          
( Consejera, Ms. Román )

• Pues yo creo que si el oponente esta bien conmigo yo estaría 
bien con el y así nos evitamos problemas. ( Estudiante, Irving 
Santiago León )

• No por que tal vez el problema no termine ahí. ( Estudiante, 
Rodrigo )

¿No seria mejor arreglar el problema con algún principal o maestro?
• No me gustaría por que si soy yo el del problema lo arreglo yo.                                                                             

( Estudiante, Irving Santiago León ) 
• Seguro que si, en el sentido en que se informa al maestro o 

principal, así podemos llegar a un arreglo antes de que hubiese 
una pelea.                                                                     ( Asistente 
principal, Ms. Bonilla )

¿Sabes las consecuencias que pueden suceder si alguien pelea dentro del 
plantel escolar?

• Pues seria una suspensión y si es demasiado serio llegaría a ser 
expulsión o arresto y a veces ambas cosas. ( Consejera, Ms. 
Román )

• Una suspensión y pues que te saquen de la escuela.                                                                         
( Estudiante, Irving Santiago León)

• Suspensión, expulsión o arresto y a veces las tres cosas a la vez.                                                        
( Asistente principal, Ms. Bonilla )

• Pues podría ser una suspensión, por eso decidiría pelear afuera.                                                                              
( Estudiante, Rodrigo ) 

 Bueno esas fueron sus respuestas a nuestras preguntas acerca de 
las peleas y problemas en nuestra escuela. Y pues les exhortamos a todos 
que por favor, arreglen sus problemas de la mejor manera, la cual es 
hablando, sea con un maestro, principal o consejero. Pues es la mejor 
manera de hacerlo. No dejemos que estas peleas nos lleven a algo mucho 
peor que a la larga nos tengamos que arrepentir.   Muchas Gracias….

-Víctor González y Evelin Juca

Dear Editor:
I think fighting is a problem in Wilbur Cross because every time 

somebody fights, the kids get suspended and compromise their education. 
Recently, in English class, there was almost a fight as we just 

came from lunch going to period 4-5/5-6. As soon as we entered, the two 
kids looked at each other and one of them said, “Look at the fake Puerto 
Rican.” Everyone knew they were going to fight because they had fought 
in the cafeteria two days ago. One of them may get transferred out of 
Wilbur Cross because if this doesn’t happen, they might just keep fighting 
whenever they see each other. 

I’ve seen a lot of fights lately. I heard them fighting on the third 
floor; I was there but I couldn’t really see because they were around the 
corner. I heard that one kid was bleeding from his mouth and near one of 
his eyes. I couldn’t tell how it started. Perhaps they belonged to different 
groups in the school, or perhaps they just hated each other. 

I think the principal should hear about this because he is the one 
who is in charge of making the school a safe environment. He’s the one in 
charge of discipline. I think the only way to stop fighting is to find a way 
to reinforce the rules more strictly. Because some of the kids do whatever 

THE PROCLAMATION                                                             4                  APRIL 2007



they want to do most of the time, the administration and the teachers 
should be tougher on students, and students should be tougher on 
themselves and on each other. 

-Malcolm Santiago

No CAPT, No Gown.
 

Many students feel that CAPT testing is unfair. Because it is a 
graduation requirement, it creates a lot of negative reactions. Whose is it 
to say that intelligence can be determined by a score on a piece of paper? 
Many students find themselves over-stressed to be ready for CAPT. 
Teachers are so focused on CAPT preparation that they seem to neglect 
the regular school curriculum. Part of this may be caused by the fact that 
standardized tests are more of an assessment of teachers’ instructing 
abilities than the students’ personal performance. When its time to take 
the CAPT, it seems that the students’  education is neglected in order to 

make the school look 
b e t t e r. T h e r e f o r e , 
teachers get us ready for 
test taking but not really 
for the real world. How 
can we apply ourselves 
to what we are taught if 
what we have learned 
does not apply to the real 
world? I personally feel 
that CAPT should not be 
a graduation requirement 
because it doesn’t really 
test what we have 

learned in our school; 
certain things on the test may not have been covered in depth by normal 
class curriculum. In the long run, CAPT testing detracts from the normal 
education and students are not sufficiently prepared for the test anyway.

Alfred Binet, the creator of the intelligence quotient (I.Q.) test 
stated that it would do psychological harm to place too much value on the 
I.Q. test. Couldn't we say the same about CAPT testing? The 
discouragement caused by not passing the CAPT test could cause great 
damage to anyone. It could make a person feel unintelligent. There are 
alternative ways to assess a person’s intellectual identity. CAPT, in short, 
does more harm than good.
 
-Bianka Valentin

NEWS
COLT Poetry Competition
 On Wednesday 
afternoon, April 4,  2007, 
Wilbur Cross students did 
something that again 
bolstered the school pride. 
      In the Connecticut 
Organization of Language 
Teachers (COLT) Poetry 
Recitation Competition, 
twenty-four Wilbur Cross 
students competed in nine 
of the thirteen languages 
offered, and in 31 
different categories out of 
the 72 offered by the 
program. Seventeen 
contestants took 19 
medals: 6 gold, 7 silver 
and 6 bronze. Two 
students won two medals 
each. We competed in: 
Chinese, English to Speakers of  other languages, French, German, 
Italian,  Japanese, Modern Greek, Russian and Spanish. (Languages we 
did not compete in were American Sign Language, Portuguese, Polish 
and Latin.) See the list for all winners. 
     Therefore, Wilbur Cross has won its 3rd COLT championship in the 
past 4 years (15 medals in 2004 and 16 in 2005, beating Choate 
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Gold
1. Dean Chen Chinese IV
1. Jose Crespo Native Spanish
1. Karla Morazan Greek I
1. Theo Papageorge Greek III
1. Jacob Rowland Greek II
1. Isander Sanchez-Vazquez Native Spanish

Silver
1. Misha Lehrer Russian II
1. Kristina Staklo Native Russian
1. Harrison Strom Chinese II
1. Betsabeth Treyes Native Spanish
1. Samuel Uberti Greek IV
1. Janet Yi Spanish III
1. David Zhang Advanced ESL

Bronze
1. Jose Crespo Italian II
1. Adriana Gonzalez Italian III
1. Xing Xin Liu Intermediate ESL
1. Edgar Pliaskis Italian I
1. Janet Yi Chinese V
1. David Zhang Native Chinese



Rosemary Hall. 
(Only in last year 
did we come 2nd 
behind Choate.) 
This outstanding 
p e r f o r m a n c e 
represents the 
strength of Cross’s 
language program 
and the diversity of 
i t s s t u d e n t 
p o p u l a t i o n . 
(Continued on next 
page)
 Compared 
to other years, fewer students participated this year. For example, last 
year 42 students entered 55 poems. Nevertheless,  our “medal-winning-
efficiency” is higher. Looking at it in another perspective, this year more 
than one thousand students entered 1,135 poems, competing for a 
maximum of 216 medals out of the 72 categories. Therefore on average, 
the chance of winning a medal is 216/1135, or 19%. Nevertheless, our 
medal-winning rate is 19/31, or 61.3%. 
               
-Paul Zeng

Bong Hits 4 the Supreme Court
 In 2002,  Joseph Frederick, a high school student in Juneau, 
Alaska, was suspended for 10 days from school for displaying a banner 
that read "Bong Hits 4 Jesus" along a street where the Olympic Torch was 
to be seen. He believes that his First Amendment rights have been 
violated, by the principal of Juneau-Douglas High School Deborah 
Morse. 
 After his 
s u s p e n s i o n , 
Frederick appealed 
to the Juneau 
School Board, who 
ultimately defended 
the position of the 
school. Subsequent 
to this decision, 
Frederick filed a 
lawsuit against the 
board and the 
principal of Juneau-
D o u g l a s H i g h 
School on the grounds that his freedom of expression was denied. 
Frederick lost at trial at the District Court, but then appealed to the Ninth 
Circuit Court of Appeals, which reversed the decision of the District 
Court in favor of Joseph Frederick. A. Kleinfeld, the judge in the case, 
stated that holding this banner during a parade doesn't give the school a 
right to suspend Frederick, "especially if he is not on school property."  
He also said that the school didn’t have the right to increase Frederick's 
suspension times from 5 to 10 days just for quoting Thomas Jefferson and 
the First Amendment.
  Finally, the School Board asked the United States Supreme 
Court to reconsider the ruling of the Ninth Circuit. The Supreme Court, 

headed by Chief 
Justice John Roberts, 
agreed to hear the 
case. Oral argument 
took place on March 
19, 2007.
 On behalf of 
the Deborah Morse 
and the school board 
was Kenneth Starr, the 
attorney who helped to 
c o n s t r u c t t h e 
prosecution against President Clinton during the Whitewater Scandal.  The 
primary focus of the debates was on the definition of the term 
“disruption”. Frederick’s counsel argued that Frederick’s actions were 
removed from school activity as it was across the street from where the 
main group of students had congregated to view the Winter Relay. 
Douglas Mertz, on behalf of Frederick, said "This is a case about free 
speech. It is not about drugs." Chief Justice John Roberts replied: "It's a 
case about money.  Your client wants money from the principal personally 
for her actions in this case.”
 Kenneth Starr contended that as the display was within sight of 
all the students, it was within the principal’s jurisdiction to remove the 
drug references. Although the attorneys of Joseph Frederick have used the 
precedents of famous cases such as Tinker v.  Des Moines, which has 
defended students’ rights to free expression, Starr argued “The key is to 
allow the school official to interpret the message as long as that 
interpretation is reasonable.” According to Starr,  the drug references of 
the message was in direct violation of the school’s educational mission. 
As such, the principal had every right to suspend Frederick.
 The Supreme Court has yet to issue its final decision on the 
Morse v. Frederick case. Whatever the ruling, it will henceforth define the 
parameters of a student’s ability to exercise freedom of expression as well 
as the parameters of school jurisdiction.
 
-Ian Nixon

Farmers at the North Pole?
Listen to this. It will shake you to your core.  I recent years, the 

world is becoming warmer and warmer due to Global Warming,  which is 
the observed increasing of greenhouse gas concentrations; it leads to the 
warming of the surface and lower atmosphere by increasing the 
greenhouse effect.   But today this phenomenon is not taken as seriously 
as it should here in the US.  Ironically, the U.S. has the highest emission 
of such gases.  The government must act now to halt Global Warming.  
From the record, global temperatures have increased 0.75 Celsius (1.4 
Fahrenheit) during the period 1860-1900; and it will get higher as time 
passes.   The causes of Global Warming are from both natural and human 
causes, including solar activity, variations in the earth’s orbit, volcanic 
emissions and greenhouse gases.  The main cause of global warming is 
caused by human activities, especially industrial pollution.
 Global Warming could cause very serious effects, like water and 
food shortages.   From the report,  by 2010 there will be millions of people 
at risk, especially in sub-Saharan Africa and around the deltas of major 
rivers in Asia.   Also, the melting of icebergs in the South Pole and the 
North Pole will result in the rising of sea level.  The risen water will cover 
the cities, the countries, and even the whole world.
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 Based on the belief that global warming is significant,  only 
immediate government action can avert disaster.  In December 1997, the 
Clinton Administration had committed a treaty that would impose legally 
binding,  internationally enforceable limits on the production of 
greenhouse gases (Carbon dioxide, or CO2).
 However, there are still many people that disagree with the 
theory that humans are the primary causes of Global Warming.  They do 
not agree that humans discernibly influence global climate, because they 
think the evidence supporting that theory is weak.
 But if you have watched Al Gore’s movie “An Inconvenient 

Truth”, it will tell you how serious the situation is that we are facing 
today.   If you look at the ten hottest years ever measured with a curve in 
the last 14 years, the hottest of all is 2005.  Scientific consensus is that we 
are causing Global Warming.  Within decades, there will be no snow in 
Kilimanjaro where it was full of snow 30 years ago.  Now, we must 
realize that Global Warming is actually not a political issue, but a moral 
issue.  Temperature increase is taking place all over the world and causing 
disasters like strong storms.  In August 2005, on of the biggest natural 
crises of the U.S. occurred- Hurricane Katrina slammed New Orleans.  
This is just like how the Inconvenient Truth asked, “did the planet betray 
us? Or did we betray the planet?”  Now, according to the film, icebergs 
are experiencing faster melting; sea level will go up 20 feet.  Around 
Shanghai, the water will swallow 40 million people; around Calcutta of 
India,  it will swallow 60 million. Think of the impact of millions of 
refugees. Believe me, nothing is scarier; you don’t want to see your 
children go to school by boats years later, and you don’t want to see 
houses built on top of the Himalayan Mountains.

What can we do?
1. Reduce, reuse, and recycle.
2. Use less air conditioning and heat.
3. Drive less. It will reduce pollution, and you need to exercise.
4. Use less hot water; it saves water and lowers carbon dioxide.
5. Change a light bulb; it helps eliminate greenhouse gases.
6. Plant a tree; it helps absorb carbon dioxide and give off oxygen
7. Buy efficient energy products; it will lower carbon dioxide.

 Like Al Gore said, “our ability is to live is what is at stake.” We 
have to act together, starting now, to solve this global crisis.  If you really 

love your planet,  love your children, this is really the time to show your 
love!

-Wei Xu

Anna Nicole Smith (November 28, 1967 
– February 8, 2007)

Born Vickie Lynn Marshall, Anna Nicole Smith’s life was 
marked as much by fame as it was ridicule; as much by extravagance as 
it was controversy. At the height of her career her life was that of 
notoriety, at its lowest points,  it was marked by derision. Now, sadly, her 
death is more of a means of entertainment than a subject of remorse. 

T h e 
controversy around 
the inheritance of her 
deceased husband’s 
w e a l t h , t h e 
mysterious death of 
her son, and finally 
the ambiguity of her 
own death seemed to 
ove r shadow he r 
accomplishments in 
life. It took months 
before people found 
out how she died,  and 
months for people to 
find out who her 
baby’s father was. 
T h e p u b l i c i t y 
surrounding each of 
these trials grew to 
r i d i c u l o u s 
proportions. In fact, 
the most recent court 
session was even 
referred to as “The 
Circus”.  Everyday there would be something new on the Anna Nicole 
smith trial. However her last few days were miserable, she endured a 
stomach flu, a fever of 105-degrees, sweating and an infection on her 
buttocks from repeated injections. Just recent they found out what she 
died of, people joke around and say it was the Trim Spa. However Anna 
Nicole Smith accidentally overdosed on at least nine prescription drugs 
— including powerful sleep syrup. Anna Nicole took large amounts of the 
seldom prescribed sedative chloral hydrate, which also contributed to the 
1962 overdose death of her idol, Marilyn Monroe.
 It is unfortunate that people can take so much pleasure and so 
much interest in the death of another human being. It is true that Anna 
Nicole Smith was not a politician, a physician, or anything more 
reputable than an entertainer. It is true that much of her life was wreathed 
in controversy and scandal. Yet, does this mean that she has less of a right 
to die honorably than other people? Does this mean that her family has 
less of a right to dignity than other families? Anna Nicole Smith’s death 
has provided us all with a look at the cruel fascinations that have become 
a part of our society. 

-Catessa Pittman
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FEATURES
Secure.
 I can’t decide if security guards at the front entrance of Wilbur 
Cross High School make me feel safe or 
scared.  Ronnie Rosarbo, the head of 
security at Cross said that, “we’re here to 
prevent anything bad that might happen.” 
He added that in the last three years, there 
have been several isolated incidents where 
students who attempted to bring weapons 
into the school building have been 
apprehended. Because security guards were 
in place, no threat was posed to students.
 Prior to 1978, two plain-clothes 
security officials were placed in each public 
school in New Haven. They weren’t there 
to make students walk through metal 
detectors. They were there to make sure 
that the wrong people did not enter the 
school building and to keep the hallways 
clear, said Mr. Canelli. Even in the 1960s, 
says Mr. Vessicchio, an assistant principal at 
Wilbur Cross, when riots were taking place at Hillhouse and Lee high 
schools, there were no Board of Education employed security guards to 
keep the school safe.
 Walk-through metal detectors were installed in the two large 
high schools, Wilbur Cross and James Hillhouse,  in 1997. Earlier this 
school year,  in September 2006, the Superintendent of New Haven Public 
Schools, Dr. Reginald Mayo, mandated that all high schools randomly 
wand one out of every seven students to check for weapons. Each high 
school was given a set of metal-detecting wands.
 Walking through the metal detectors does feel a bit like going 
through airport security, and just as airports want to keep passengers safe, 
the Cross administration wants to keep students safe.  Administrators 
overseeing the morning entry can select students to pass by security. 
While students walk through the metal detectors,  their bags are slid across 
the table next to it, and may be opened and patted by a security guard.
 The role of security guards in school, says Rosarbo, is to keep 
bad things from happening before they start. Security guards remain at 
school from 7 AM until 3 PM. There are security guards at school 
throughout the afternoon and evening for various after-school activities. 
According to Mr. Vessicchio, the “role of security is to be 
visible.” Security guards do a lot of mentoring.  Security guards have their 
own entourages, a group of students who would hang out with them 
rather than go to class. The administration encourages this type of 
student-adult interaction. Students who feel they can talk to security 
guards may warn the guards before a fight or another bad thing happens. 
Mr. Canelli agrees that many fights have been prevented because security 
has found out about them before hand. 
 All of the security guards interviewed said that the most 
rewarding aspect of their jobs is working with kids.  When kids have been 
stopped from getting in trouble, “it’s like we’ve done something good” 
said Stewart. Because school security guards are “mandatory reporters” to 
the state,  they must inform the Department of Child and Family Services 

or the police if a student tells them about abuse at home or illegal actions 
the student may have witnessed.
 Security guards need to gain students’ trust. Without it,  security 
guards would not find out about the various student animosities. Contrary 
to popular belief, the largest cause of violence at Wilbur Cross is bullying, 
not neighborhood violence, said Stewart. There have been a number of 
instances at Cross when bullying (by both males and females) has led the 
student being bullied to consider fighting back. In many cases, the bullied 
student will talk to a security guard who is able to help the students find 
another solution other than violence.

 School violence happens. The most 
common type of school violence is 
fistfights,  says Mr. Nelken. Students who 
fight on school grounds are arrested. 
During my second week of school, 
freshman year, I witnessed a fight in one of 
my classes. This fight was an unusual one 
because it happened randomly; that is to 
say, the two students involved had no 
previous issues with each other. In general, 
fights are planned. At one point, around 
1979-1980, fights were so common that 
Cross stopped having lunch in school, said 
Mr. Vessicchio.
 Neighborhood loyalty and inter-
neighborhood violence are widely 
acknowledged throughout New Haven. It 
affects Cross less than it does Hillhouse 
and many middle schools. Cross’ security 

guards hope that the neighborhood violence plaguing the rest of New 
Haven stays outside Wilbur Cross’ doors.

-Laura Visochek, photo by Tamia Gregory

What’s a Gill?
 Is it gill,  guild, geld or gil’d? Alright, we’ll settle on one 
spelling, even if it’s wrong: gill.
 A gill is a 
form of rubbing 
someone’s neck, or 
the bygone tradition 
of “run that neck”. 
To give a person a 
gill is to show how 
dumb his or her 
comments or actions 
are. A gill is only 
given to people you 
know, because some 
people can take it in 
the wrong way, 
maybe because they 
don’t know about 
this game or they 
aren’t in the mood for playing. But when someone tells you to “come 
down”, it is only considered a game and only a game for you and your 
friends to play.

-Quincy Jones
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Sick and Tired of Homework? 
Is homework a good way to help students learn new material? Many people—both students and teachers—have openly expressed the belief that most 
homework is a waste of time. 
 In his book, The Homework Myth, Alfie Kohn writes that homework helps to build character. Many parents feel that it is very stressful for 
their child to do the work at school and then to come home with additional work to do. Often it seems as if the more homework teachers pile on 
students, the worse the grades. Professor Harris Cooper of Duke University says, “Giving kids homework can ruin their motivation.” In “The 
Hamilton Spectator”, a parent says, “When homework involves tears and anguish, its really time to stop.”
 At Cross, there have been a number of different opinions concerning the frequency of homework received. Evin Olmos, a junior says, “I feel 
that homework is very important for students. Sometimes, the students may get a better understanding of [course material] home alone, than with 
other classmates. I think that teachers should give us a little break on Fridays, because we as students get tired and have responsibilities. Teachers also 

deserve a break as well. Therefore, I say that homework is good,  but we need to have a break at least 
one day out of the week.”
 Catessa Pittman, a senior, says: “I feel that homework is important, but at the same time, it takes 
up a lot of time. It is important because it refreshes students’ memories about what they learned that 
day. Homework takes up time because students always [complain to] those teachers who give massive 
amounts of homework that take hours to do. By the time all is done, the student gets sick of work and 
school. No one wants to spend six hours at school and then go home and have to get started on hours 
of homework.”
 As Aristotle said, “Everything in moderation.” Undoubtedly, homework is important to 
academic retention. With excessive homework, it seems as if the six hours dedicated to school are 
growing to seven hours,  eight hours, and even nine hours.  Homework is often used to make up for the 
lost instruction time due to disruptions,  distractions,  and a simple lack of time.  This, put candidly, is 
unfair to students. Students, like teachers, have commitments, responsibilities, and obligations beyond 
school. Excessive homework interrupts the time that students spend with their parents.  Isn’t the 
instruction parents give adolescents on a day-to-day basis as important as academic instruction? As a 

solution to this problem, exploring more ways to make the school day more productive should take priority over maximizing homework. 

-Leonisha Green



Right Next Door
Yale University is home to impressive examples of art and architecture. 
From the Bienecke Library to the Peabody Museum of Natural History, 
details of the overall magnificence are spread throughout downtown. 
However, few local teenagers have ever stopped on Chapel or Prospect 
St. to admire the grandeur and simple beauty of the University. So, in the 
words of Bob Marley, "Open your eyes and look within" next time you 
get the chance.
 
-Story and photographs by Esther Bogorov
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ARTS
Fame and Its Meaning
Fresh. Fabulous. Fame.
      Fame is all about chasing your dreams. In this play, young men and 
women dream of becoming tomorrow’s stars in the performing arts: in 
dance, theater, and music. 

     These students come 
from a wide range of 
backgrounds: from the 
rich suburbs to the poor 
inner city. But no matter 
where they came from 
or what they did, the 
High School of the 
Performing Arts (P.A) 
o f f e r e d t h e m a n 
opportunity to fin “fame
     Young, naïve, and 
ambitious, they feared 
no failure. But they did 
have to realize that 

success does not come easy, that opportunity favors only the prepared. 
Tyrone had to overcome his levity, Iris, her pride, and Ms. Sherman,  her 
conservativeness. Serena had to deal with her love for Nick, while Nick 
was bent on discipline and practice rather than young love. In their four-
year experience at P.A, they formed a bond. They felt life and tragic 
death; they felt the excitement of hope as their skills were perfected and 
the pounding of despair when they lost their dear friend Carmen Diaz. In 
the end, their graduation song offered inspiration and hope for a better 
tomorrow as they sang “Bring on tomorrow…,” for tomorrow is always 
brighter.

-Paul Zeng

Insider's Look at the Making of Fame
      The 2007 Wilbur Cross musical opened on Weds March 21st. 
Bubbling with anticipation crowds of enthusiasts thronged into the 
auditorium for four nights from Wednesday to Saturday.
      Even though the running of each performance only took a little more 

than two hours, the 
preparation was 
l o n g a n d 
p a i n s t a k i n g . 
Auditions began 
the first week of 
October.  
      There was wide 
interest not only 
from Cross students 
and teachers, but 
some are from 
Hamden High , 

Tr u m b l e , E l i 
Whitney, Co-op, 
and Sound. Some 
students came 
back from work or 
college for the 
play.  A total of 52 
would-be actors 
a u d i t i o n e d . 
Because this is a 
school play that 
e m p h a s i z e s 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n 
r a t h e r t h a n 
competition, all 
those whose auditioned received a role. 
     At the beginning stage of rehearsal, practice took place three nights a 
week for about three hours every night. During this time, the actors 
practiced singing, dancing,  and acting, and memorized their lines and 
blocking. Some students reflected that initially it was very hard to bond 
with each other, to understand each other’s style and personality, and to 
adjust their own actions accordingly. Patrick Pratt confesses,  “At first it 
was kind of hard getting along”. Some have noted Ms. Sadick-Brown’s 
strictness, but have later come to recognize that discipline was essential to 
the success of the show. Patrick said, “Once I got to know her better, it 
was a lot easier.” Of the 52 people initially admitted, 26 remained. There 
were no understudies and 7 minor characters in the Broadway version 
were cut for stage efficiency. 
     As the actors trained, the stage crew prepared props and costumes. 
Painted flats stood on stage and a wood-frame balcony sat in the center. 
Students from Mrs. Minck’s art classes and volunteers painted and 
“dressed” the sets.
      Lighting and sound came along later in the process, when Ed Bolinao 
on lights and Alex Epstein on sound spent numerous hours with Mrs. 
Sadick-Brown, designing the lighting and sound elements. Stage 
Managers Erika Geremia and Elzbieta Dziurznski were integral in 
instructing where the actors should stand. And “Spot-light” technicians 
Wyatt Andree and Paola Guevera honed their techniques on how to give 
the actors on stage the right “shine”.
     Music was another aspect. Each year, a pit orchestra provides the 
performance with live music. Musicians were given their sheet music a 
few weeks before the performance and music rehearsals started two 
weeks prior. The orchestra had to cooperate with the cast; if the director 
stopped the cast, the orchestra had to stop and wait for the problem to be 

fixed.  Flutist Janet 
Yi ref lected, 
“ B e i n g a 
member of the 
pit orchestra, I 
can tell you that 
just putting the 
music together 
required nearly 
15 hours. We 
practice until the 
singer were close 
to being in 
unison with the 
instrumentalist, 
which was pretty 
hard, since no 
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one in the pit orchestra had eyes on the back of their heads. During the 
run-through, sometimes it was frustrating to stop. We had to stop at a 
particular spot two or three times because the position of a chair was a bit 
off. Musicians include both volunteers and paid-professionals, and 
students and adults. Led by music director Matt Pickett, the pit orchestra 
successfully combined the woodwinds, brass, string and the rhythm 
section. Although some times, the orchestra was a bit loud.
     All the performances went well. On the opening night, the cast and 
crew arrived school at around 5:00 p.m. to put on make-up and set the 
stage ready. Orchestra members sat down at around 7:00 p.m.,  30 minutes 
before the show. A few minutes before the show, the cast and the crew 
united in a “meditation circle” behind the curtain. As they held hands, 
they warmed their voices and settled their moods for the play. 
    When asked what she will do next year, Ms. Sadick-Brown confidently 
said, “Little Shop of Horrors”.
    Reflecting upon the whole experience Actor Patrick Pratt said that 
although sometimes it was difficult to get along and to get used to the 
rigorous schedule, but after people got to know each other better and 
learned to adjust to the schedule, everyone seemed to have a good time at 
the end.”

-Paul Zeng and Janet Yi

Rap & Hip-Hop
Rap and hip-hop have 
had a big impact on the 
world. Many people 
grow up listening to rap. 
There are many different 
forms of rap, such as 
hardcore, gospel, and 
street rap. Some people 
listen to rap to get their 
minds off bad situations, 
or just to relax. For some 
people, rap music puts 
them in a whole different 
place. 
Rap is everywhere. It’s 
even in your kid’s 
favorite cartoon. It can 

also motivate people. It 

represents the process of wanting to become rich. People start seeing 
things that they want and envying them. Rap may never leave the world. 
 Let’s link on to hip-hop. Hip-hop is also everywhere. Many 
people display the hip-hop subculture every day, in things like their 
clothes and how they dance. The hairstyles that you see some girls with 
are part of hip-hop fashion. So, when you see a girl walking down the 
street with a hairstyle that has two different colors in it, you may be 
witnessing hip-hop influences. There are many different movies that are 
based on the hip-hop culture, such as 8 Mile.
 Rap will sometimes push people to display negative behavior,  
such as demeaning women. Many rappers on CDs call women bad things, 
and kids can grow up to think that is okay. Was Don Imus influenced by 
hip-hop and rap when he referred to Rutgers women basketball players 
“nappy headed ho’s”?

-Kashif Bullock

Reality Television
 
            Almost every day a new reality show is created.  People crowd 
around the television to 
watch, “The Real World”; 
“The Bachelor”; “American 
Idol”; “College Hill”; 
“America’s Next Top Model” 
and others. However, the 
shows almost everybody has 
been talking about are VH1’s 
“I Love New York” and 
“Flavor of Love,” which are, 
oddly, about one of the 
ugliest men on earth.
            Who’s trying to find 
“true love”? The most 
controversial, unattractive 
and dramatic woman from the 
first episode nicknamed “New 
York.” She now has her own show, which is called “I Love New York.” 
It’s basically a continuation of “Flavor of Love.” The participants are 
lonely people looking for “true love.” However, half of them are just 
people who want their fifteen minutes of fame. Just like any typical 
reality show, contestants get eliminated as the show goes on. The 
contestants get eliminated until it’s down to the final two. Then Flavor 

Flav or New York and the last two 
contestants take a trip out of the country 
together before the final elimination.
 I constantly wonder, “Why do people 
watch these shows?” “Why do I watch 
these shows?” They’re all basically the 
same type of shows, and all use the same 
trick, that the contestants, and viewers, get 
to experience rejection. We wince, but we 
cannot look away. Do we take pleasure in 
watching someone’s face as they get 
booted? Is this reality, playing on one of 
our deepest fears, or just “mindless 
entertainment?

-Catessa Pittman
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Thomas Harris
 A man asks for a writing space in an old shed in the middle of a 
farmer’s field. He looks dignified, maybe a pike-smoker, with a 
respectable beard framing his chin and knowing eyes slightly squinted in 
what could be wisdom or mirth. And with ease one could dissect his 
glance and read in it the mind of his flawless creation. 

His use of language flows from form to form with an ease that 
can only be compared to an interpreter switching between two languages 
and retaining the crucial form and purpose of the words. Perhaps one of 
the greater writers of our time, behold Thomas Harris. 

The novelist was born in Jackson, Tennessee, in 1940. He is 
known as an American writer, since he spent his life in the United States. 
He was inspired to write his first novel, Black Sunday, by the deaths of 
eleven Israeli athletes at the 1972 Munich Olympics. Black Sunday is 
about a terrorist group’s plan to bomb the Super Bowl, and said to be the 
first American novel written about a terrorist attack on United States 
territory. Though this novel is 
we l l - l i ked , h i s mos t 
ingenious masterpiece is not 
so much a book as it is a 
character. One might say that 
the four books devoted to this 
fictional character were not 
written to entertain,  but 
instead to chronicle.

Only a true master 
could create a figure as 
perfect as the cannibalistic 
psychiatrist Hannibal Lecter.

The complex shape 
grew from a book called Red 
Dragon, where Lecter is, 
surprisingly, captured by a 
smug young man named Will 
Graham. The book continues 
to tell, in Harris’ remarkable 
detail, the story of a serial 
k i l ler named Francis 
D o l a r h y d e . U n u s u a l , 
saddening imagery is created 
in the novel’s recalling of the 
man’s early life:
At Grandmother’s house, Francis Dolarhyde’s new world was a forest of 
blue-veined legs.

The deformed man’s “Becoming”, his change into the 
formidable Red Dragon, is the most intriguing part of this book, as 
opposed to the FBI’s investigation and Will Graham’s heroism, which is 
so glorified in the film Red Dragon.  There is a power in what we would 
usually find twisted. Harris does not propagandize the twisted – he 
merely shows us processes in the insane mind. In Dr. Hannibal Lecter’s 
case, the psychopath-psychiatrist’s mind is one of absolute excellence; in 
fact, he is a genius. 

Hannibal’s cunning brain truly makes its debut in The Silence of 
the Lambs, yet another tale of FBI investigation. In this case, however, 
Lecter is of direct aid to agent Clarice Starling, who is asked to 
interrogate the jailed doctor about the criminal known as Buffalo Bill. 
Here, Metaphor takes all the turns it possibly can, just as it did in Red 
Dragon. Through use of symbolism, logic and self-assuredness, Harris is 
able to immediately get the reader on the side of Hannibal Lecter, despite 

the seeming righteousness of his opposition. Would one ever expect to 
smile upon hearing, “A census taker tried to quantify me once. I ate his 
liver with some fava beans and a big Amarone.”? This is Lecter’s effect; 
he never falters,  never fails.  The author creates a bond between Lecter 
and the FBI agent that readers wish to see.

Hannibal Lecter in his present form is completely unraveled in a 
book aptly called Hannibal, where we first hear him talk about his 
childhood and first, to our knowledge, leaves the United States. Much of 
what happens is in Italy, and the book tells about Lecter fleeing from his 
numerous pursuers: the FBI, a greedy Italian policeman who expects a 
reward for pointing to the doctor’s whereabouts,  the far-reaching hands of 
a millionaire that wants to feed Lecter’s face to wild pigs, and Clarice 
Starling, who has never quite forgotten Lecter’s help in her investigation 
or the man himself. The greatest threat comes from the millionaire, 
Mason Verger, who had been a former patient of Lecter’s. When Hannibal 
realized he was treating a merciless pedophile,  he tried to exterminate 
Verger, leaving the world a vengeful, angry rich man on a respirator. It is 
a book free of random dilettante serial killers - it is an example of a true 
master’s work. Whether that master is Hannibal or Harris,  is up to the 

readers to decide. 
As one may have guessed, 
however, neither of the books 
is for the faint at heart. Red 
Dragon holds descriptions of 
Francis Dolarhyde’s terrible 
childhood, as well as his 
present-day actions,  such as 
inserting shards of mirrors 
into the eyes of his victims to 
symbolize change.
The serial killer Buffalo Bill, 
of Silence of the Lambs,  is 
infamous for skinning his 
female victims. This book is 
said to be the most chilling 
thriller of the three. 
And in Hannibal,  we are told 
s o m e a b o u t L e c t e r ’s 
childhood, which is more 
violent than Dolarhyde’s. 
Naturally, there is also the 
presence of Mason Verger, 
who will bring bile to your 

throat when Harris shows us 
his lifestyle. 

There is also a fourth book, devoted completely to Hannibal’s 
early years, entitled Hannibal Rising. It gives us a view of what led 
Hannibal to his insanity: the Second World War that he lived through, his 
younger sister being eaten by hungry men, and after that, a long history of 
trying to get revenge on the men who did it.  We are given a nice display 
of the various possible creative ways to kill a body,  and begin to 
understand what brought the courtly cannibal to be everything he is.

Films have been shot of the entire Lecter saga; in fact, Hannibal 
Rising is in theaters as you read. 

Remember – he never falters.  He will hold the door open for 
you, treat you to some exquisite wine, and perhaps spare you.

And in our world,  a man asked for a writing space in an old 
shed. The result is the heavy phantasm of shock, reality, cleverness and 
perfection that remains on our brains like the morning dew on a rose petal 
– before the soldier’s boot crushes it into the moist soil.   

-Kristina Staklo
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ADVICE COLUMN
Dear Dalia:

I have recently have come 
out of the closet to my 
friends but I don’t know how 
to come out to my family. I 
don’t want them to get upset 
but I just feel like I am 
living a lie. What should I 
do, and how should I do it?

Coming out is a big step. If 
you have gone this far I’m 
glad you’re willing to go all 
the way. It is going to be 
really hard to come out to 
your family. They might not like it. But it is best you tell them anyway. 
You also have to know that they won’t be as understanding as your 
friends, so you don’t expect them to be happy about it.  Your parents might 
freak a little but it will pass. And when that happens, you will no longer 
be living a lie.

Dear Dalia:

I like this girl, and she doesn’t know I have been feeling for her from afar. 
I just don’t know how to confront her. I don’t want her to get freaked out, 
but I really want to get to know her better. How do I go about doing this?

You should go up to her and tell her how you feel.  Tell her that you’ve 
been noticing how she is and you really like her. Make sure you tell her 
you want to get to know her better, because then she will know that you 
are actually interested. You can’t sit back and just watch because then you 
will never know what could be. So, go for it!

Dear Dalia:

I have been gothic for two years of my high school career, and I want to 
start dressing in a more girly way, with more colors and less black. I feel 
like people will call me a poser and won’t that they take me seriously. 
How do I do this without pushing my close friends away?
 
You should really dress in the way you want, because in the end, you’re 
the one who is wearing the clothes. It really shouldn’t matter what cloths 
you wear. So if your friends stop talking to you because of that,  then they 
weren’t really your friends anyway. Since us teens constantly change our 
style of clothing, it really shouldn’t matter. I myself did a complete 180 
from my freshman year to the way I dress now.

Dear Dalia:

My friend, who happens to be male, just came out of the closet to me. 
Since I am one of his best friends, it hurt me a lot because he had an 
ongoing relationship with a male for the past three months without 
mentioning it to me. He doesn’t know how I feel about this new lifestyle. 
How can I tell him how I feel without hurting him?
 

If you are his best friend, then this new lifestyle should not matter to you. 
He is your friend regardless of anything. He came out to you, and you 
should take that into consideration. You shouldn’t be questioning his 
lifestyle, but instead trying to understand it by being there for him. This is 
a big step and you helped by listening to him in his time of need. You 
should talk to him about how you feel, but always remind him that you 
are here for him. In the end this will help your friendship grow stronger.
 
Dear Dalia:

One of my closest friends does not get along with my other friend. She 
does not want me to talk to them. I continue to talk to that person still, 
and my other friend isn’t talking to me now. I don’t see the big deal, 
especially since I am a friend to them both. I don’t see why my friend 
wants me to choose. What should I do?
 
Your friend cannot tell you whom you can and cannot talk to. If you think 
you shouldn’t have to choose, then you shouldn’t. If your friend is 
making you, then they aren’t really your friends. You need to just ignore 
this because what they are doing is immature, and they need to realize 
that. You aren’t doing anything wrong so don’t think that you are. Your 
friend needs to realize that what they are doing isn’t cool, and that you 
can still be friends with them while having other friends on the side.

-Dalia Santiago

SPORTS
Basketball Wrap-Up 
 The Boy’s Basketball season didn’t end the way they may have 
wanted it to, but overall it was a very successful year. They showed all of 
Connecticut that they weren’t a team to be slept on and that Hillhouse 
wasn’t the only inner city school that should be considered as one of the 
states best. They finished the season 20-5, made it to the championship 
game in the SCC tournament, and made it to the second round of the 
Class LL State Tournament.
 The Basketball team had many ups and downs during the year, 
consisting of anything from a small losing streak to a huge winning 
streak. They 
started off the 
season 2-0 then 
lost 2 straight to 
inner city rival 
Hillhouse and 
Lexington, MA 
at the annual 
tournament up 
in Boston. Then 
they ran off 5 
straight wins 
w i t h t h e 
toughest test 
coming against 
Branford. They 
lost a close one 
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60-54 to Daniel Hand, but came back with a new drive running off 10 
straight wins to finish off the season, most impressive of the wins coming 
against Hillhouse in a 52-49 thriller at the Fieldhouse. They received a 2 
seed in the SCC tournament and made it all the way to the finals, but ran 
into Hillhouse who was determined to avenge their loss earlier in the year 
and they did by trouncing Cross. Next up was the State Tournament and 
they received a 10 seed. They got Notre Dame at home and beat them 
60-54 and then they headed out to Torrington, which would be their last 
stop of the year. Torrington’s offense was too strong and their defense was 
too good as they beat Cross 73-52. Cross’ season was over, but they knew 
they did all they could and that next year they would come back better 
and stronger than ever.

-Nick Neeley

Lacrosse
Being a team, being unified, being one; school pride,  Cross 

pride.  That’s what being on the lacrosse team is all about. At first I felt as 
if, being new to the sport,  I would have to work extremely hard to catch 
up to the rest of the team. While that turned out to be completely true, I 
also found that I wasn’t alone. Not only were there other new players on 
the team, but the rest of the older players took us right under their wings. 

By the time captain 
practices were over, we 
were all up to par with 
the basics of the sport. 
While we still aren’t 
perfect, we’re getting 
there and we’re moving 
pretty quickly thanks to 
our team, our brothers, 
and our coaches. Things 
are looking good for us 
this season and we can 
all look forward to a 
successful season. 

-Sam Uberti

Daisuke Matsuzaka
    
 Twenty six year old Daisuke Matsuzaka is the Boston Red 
Sox new starting pitcher. Matsuzaka was born in Tokyo, Japan on 
September 13, 1980 and is considered to be one of the most famous 
pitchers in Nippon Pro Baseball (Japanese baseball league, similar to the 
United States MLB). He is certainly the most popular. He won the 
Sawamura Award, which is given to the top pitcher in the Nippon Pro 
Baseball league, before coming to the United States. He began his legend 
as a baseball superstar in 
high school when he 
competed in the Koshien 
Tournament, which is one 
of the two tournaments for 
high school students in 
Japan. A few years later he 
was picked by the Seibu 
Lions, earning a salary of 
50,000,000 yen, which is 
equivalent to about 
426,821 dollars. While in 
the Pacific League he won 
the Rookie of the Year 
ward and last year in the 
World Baseball classic he 
won the MVP Award. It 
wasn’t until November 1st, 
2006 that Matsuzaka gave 
the impression that there 
was a strong possibility 
that he would be coming to 
the United States to play 
baseball. Many major 
league teams sought to sign the Japanese superstar. Some of those teams 
included the New York Yankees,  the Boston Red Sox, the New York 
Mets, the LA Dodgers and the Seattle Mariners. The Boston Red Sox 
eventually won the bid with 51.1 million dollar bid. Once the contract 
was signed the Red Sox handed over a total of 52 million dollars to the 
Seibu Lions for Matsuzaka. So was it worth it? So far it has been. While 
the Red Sox continue their exhibition season, Matsuzaka has proven to be 
worth it.

-Taisuke Seki
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March Madness
 March Madness is the part of 
the season that all College Basketball 
fans wait for all year. They wait for 
the buzzer beaters, the upsets, seeing 
if they win their pool and watching 
their team try to win it all.  This March 
Madness doesn’t compare to years 

past, but there are always thrillers no 
matter what. This year it came down to two teams who were atop the 
standings all year long, the Ohio State Buckeyes and the Florida Gators.
 The tournament started with 64 and is now over. The road to the 
finals is a long one, one in which you need to win 6 straight games to win 
it all. It’s full of upsets, blowouts,  tough wins and tough losses.  It is 
games like these that make March Madness one of the greatest spectacles 
in all of sports. 

This year has been all about the favorites considering there have 
been very few upsets. The biggest upset was a #11 seed VCU (Virginia 
Commonwealth) over the #6 seed Duke in the first round. Other than that, 
most of the upsets were 9’s over 8’s or 10’s over 7’s.  It has been a 
domination of higher seeds that was evident in the Sweet 16 in which the 
lowest seed was #7 UNLV, which marked the first time a double-digit 
seed didn’t make the Sweet 16 in a long time. Once they lost along with 
#6 Vanderbilt and #5 Tennessee, the lowest seed left was a #3 seed 
Oregon, who lost in the Elite Eight to Florida. The Elite Eight was just 
one’s, two’s and three seeds for the first time in a very long time. #2 
Georgetown beat #1 UNC, #1 Florida beat #3 Oregon, #1 Ohio State beat 
#2 Memphis and #2 UCLA beat #1 Kansas. The match-ups came to #1 
Ohio State vs. #2 Georgetown and #1 Florida vs. #2 UCLA. Ohio State 
won 67-60 and Florida won 76-66,  which takes us to the National 
Championship.

Florida and Ohio State each played their hearts out, but the 3-
point shooting and speed of the Gators was just too much for Ohio State 
as Florida won 84-75.  They were the first team to win back-to-back 
National Championships since the Duke Blue Devils did it in the 1991 
and 1992 seasons.

-Nick Neeley

NBA All-Star Weekend
 
 The NBA All-Star Weekend was held in Las Vegas, Nevada. 
There was a variety of All-Star competitions like the 3-point contest, the 
skills challenge, the dunk contest, the Sophomore Rookie game and the 
NBA All-Star game in which the Western All-Stars played against the 
Eastern All-Stars.
 The winner of the All-Star game was the Western All-Stars. The 
score was 153 to132. Kobe Bryant was the MVP with a game high 31 
points, 5 rebounds, 6 assists, and 6 steals to help his team win the game.
 Dwayne Wade of the Miami Heat took home the skills challenge 
title for the second time in row with a time of 26.4 seconds to beat Los 
Angeles Lakers player Kobe Bryant who had a time of 29.8 seconds. 
 Jason Kapono of the Miami Heat outlasted Wizards guard 
Gilbert Arenas and defending champion Dirk Nowitzki in the 3-point 
contest. Jason made a record 24 points in the last round and Dirk only had 
9.

 Gerald Green of the Boston Celtics won the dunk contest when 
he did a windmill over a table to beat defending champion Nate 
Robinson, who’s score was right behind Greens.
 Dav id 
Lee of the 
New York 
Knicks was 
the MVP in 
t h e 
S o p h o m o r e 
Rookie game 
He hit all 14 
of his shots 
for a game 
high 30 points 
to go along 
w i t h 1 1 
rebounds, 17 
assists,  and 9 
steals.
 T h e 
NBA All-Star 
Weekend was 
a g r e a t 
w e e k e n d 
overall. Many 
people came 
out to see the 
All-Stars and 
have a good 
time while in 
Las Vegas. There was also a celebrity basketball game and many different 
activities for the kids and their families.

-Quincy Jones
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Spring Sports

 There are six spring 
sports at Wilbur Cross: 
baseball, softball, tennis, track 
and lacrosse and golf. These six 
sports aren’t don’t get much 
attention, but some of the teams 
are pretty good.
 First, there’s baseball. 
They’ve made the state 
tournament for the past three 
years and look to make it a 
fourth year. They have a deep 
starting rotation and a potent 
offense that can put up enough 
runs to support their pitchers. 
Freshman coach Muchie 
Dagliere is now coaching the 
varsity team, along with police 
officer Jose Escobar. The two of 
them look to take the team to a 
SCC title and hopefully a state 
title.  Look for them to win 
anywhere from 8 to 14 games 
this year.
 The softball team may 
not be a top team in the SCC 
conference, but their depth in 
pitching should give them a 
shot at making a run for the state championship. The offense may not 
always be there so they will depend highly upon the numerous starters 
they have to carry them to victory. Look for them to win anywhere from 5 
to 10 games this season.
 Many of the tennis teams best players graduated last year, but 
they still have a solid inner core of players. The team now mainly consists 
of juniors who are looking to win and develop as players to get better for 
next year. This may not be a huge winning season, but it will be a 
building block for a solid season next year.
 The outdoor track and cross country teams are looking to 
duplicate the 2001 and 2002 seasons they had when they won back-to-
back SCC championships. With a high number of skilled seniors and 
many achieving underclassmen, this year’s track team should be as strong 
as ever.
 Not many people know about the lacrosse team, but there is one 
at Cross and they aren’t too bad. They have a lot of underclassmen on the 
team but are trying to have a more successful year than they have in the 
past. Some tam members are football players, and others come from 
hockey or soccer. It’s a skilled team that is looking to be one of the better 
teams in the area.
 The golf team isn’t a well known team either, but is the best 
inner city golf team in New Haven, considering that Hillhouse doesn’t 
have one and Career isn’t very good. Captain Robert Inhauzo will lead 
the golf team into a vast array of tournaments this year and they are 
working their way to state supremacy.

-Nick Neeley
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EXTRAS
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